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Introduction

Blogging is like a road-trip. 

It takes us from here to there, with a different stop every day, and provides 
lots (and lots) of personal growth in between. Some days are full of photo 
ops, tales to tell, and surprising discoveries. Other days are marked by set-
backs, embarrassing moments, and detours. Nonetheless, we each embark 
on the journey because we catch a glimpse of its potential to improve our 
skill-set and widen our sphere of influence. Not to mention, there’s 
something about blogging that’s just downright fun.  

The most important thing about your blog is the brave traveler herself: the 
you behind each word and image. It’s all of the life-experiences that have 
shaped your powerful messages, quirky jokes, and snap-shots. It’s the 
family and friends who surround and love you. It’s the stuff you do that 
might never appear on the computer screen, but keeps your life rolling. At 
the end of the day, your blog is just a part of your bigger picture. It’s just 
one thing that you can learn to manage well, so that it benefits your life and 
offers a sweet destination. 

From one traveler to another, here are the secrets that 
have helped me to enjoy the journey.

This eBook is a compilation of what inspires me to 
blog well and live well.

I hope it inspires you.
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“A Cop, an English Teacher, and a 
Blogger Walked into a Bar...”*

The year I taught tenth grade English, I felt like a cop whose beat was the 
part of town where all of the grammatical infidels hung out. I loved my 
students, but their confiscated love notes were bland, their cell phone texts 
were vacuous, and their handwriting was illegible. Their worst offense was 
that they didn’t love what they wrote; and there’s no way they were proud 
of it. I tried to inspire them by reading the poets of old who cherished their 
own writing as if it were their offspring. Needless to say, my students did 
not understand this sentiment. When it came to writing, they were badly 
behaved, and they needed me to lay down the law. 

So I set up my speed trap. At the start of each class, my students would 
write in their journals in response to prompts that I’d post on the board: 
what were their thoughts about the weekend? about the last dozen pages of 
Beowulf? about the rise of socialism in America? Most days, I didn’t collect 
their journals. But over time, their writing would get sloppy and careless. 
Their thoughts would be as thin as Abe Lincoln, and their paragraphs as 
short as Stuart Little. And that’s when I’d pounce. I’d wait until they were 
industriously writing empty words just to fill the page, and I’d say, “Oh, by 
the way, I’ll be collecting your journals today.” 

Suddenly, an entire room of teenagers would gasp in unison, raise puppy-
dog eyes of dismay, and sigh with the regret of being caught. They’d return 
to writing with a newfound commitment to put the brakes on their runaway 
blather and craft something worthy of their evil teacher’s eyes. It was 
awesome. 

I like to think that I built character into my paranoid students. They began 
caring about the quality of everything they wrote - even if it might not end 
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up in my hands. And, I must say, they wrote some good stuff. At the end of 
the year, they stood in front of an assembly of parents and friends and 
proudly read excerpts from their compositions as if they were introducing 
their own beloved children. (What more could an English teacher want?) 
Knowing that I might read their work at any time, they took care with their 
writing in general and, over the course of the year, their writing improved 
immensely. I realized that by parking my proverbial “hidden cop car” in 
their literary lives, I encouraged them to behave, to take care of their words, 
and to love their work. After all, it only takes a handful of costly speeding 
tickets before a driver sits up straight and takes her driving seriously. (Don’t 
ask me how I know.)

I think about those students from time to time when I am blogging. 
Because, like them, I’m often tempted to yatter on - just to fill a post - 
rather than invest the energy and self-control to write something that I love. 
What’s worse is when I write those meaningless posts at the expense of my 
faith, health, and relationships. Sometimes I shoo my kids away in order to 
write a pointless post about microfiber dusting cloths, or I forgo a game of 
“Lost Cities” with my husband in order to write a post about politics that 
I’ll ultimately delete because I don’t really know what I’m talking about. 
Then there are times when I get under the weather and fail to organize my 
time so that I can blog, and I don’t write for days on end. Trade-offs like 
these eventually make me resent blogging... and my relationships. I take no 
pleasure or pride in my blog when I’m not producing meaningful posts or 
when my blog is sucking the living-daylights out of my real life. When 
either my blog or my life is a mere obligation, something is out of whack 
and needs correction.

I have plenty of good intentions. I want to write things that are brilliant, 
inspiring, and tweet-worthy, it’s just that in the day-to-day upkeep of a blog, 
sometimes the content is delinquent. I want to use my time wisely so that I 
spend most of my best time with my husband, children, and friends, but it’s 
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just so easy to waste my time - and theirs - on meaningless blogging. I want 
to honor my readers by offering edifying content, but sometimes my posts 
don’t even deserve my reader’s effort to click past them in their inbox.  I 
want that enjoyable road-trip with the scenic vistas, exciting pit-stops, and 
unforgettable destination, but I won’t enjoy myself or get to where I’m 
going if I don’t lay down the law and behave myself. 

So, I’ve set up my own hidden cop cars in order to protect my family, my 
readers, and me. This eBook is a compilation of what gets my whirly lights 
spinning and my sirens wailing.  I hope these ideas help you as you embark 
on your bloggy road-trip. Of course, first we’ll figure out what you’re 
driving and where you’re heading. After that, we’ll discuss the principles 
that will park behind a rhododendron near you and help you to behave, love 
your blog, and love your life.

(* Just for the record, there is no closure to that joke. Yet. If you think of 
one, send it to me pronto. Even I am wondering what happens next...)

Tell your friends!

Continue the journey on November 1, 2011... 
buy Blogger Behave for half price all day!

http://www.bloggerbehave.com
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About the Author

Laura lives with her family on a farm in Pennsylvania where she always 
behaves. She blogs at http://www.10millionmiles.com. 

Check in on her most recent project: http://www.TheHomeschoolBaby.com. 
She encourages families to enjoy their littlest learners as they look forward 
to homeschooling together. 
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